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A WORTH-WHILE GIFT—You can make
your friends happy every dny In the
yenr by wsending them a suabscription
to THIE RICHMOND TIMES-DISIPATCH

Ch

SHOPPING

DAYS DEFORE
L CHRISTMAS —

You GET A LOT
MORE FUN OUT OF
IT IF YoUu SHOP

EARLY ?
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A Bold, Bad Man

B is a bold man, that Presldent Taylor, of
the Newark board of education, who
ventured to criticize the attire of women
teachers in the schools, and in the remedy for
the alleged evils of which he complained
even bolder,

His plun was to put the teachers into uni-
forms!

It is proper to say "his plan was,”” because
it is to be assumed that by now this par-
tienlar eduecational authority has found his
way, holly pursued by the jeers, denuncia-
tions and reeriminations of the objects of
his attack, and carrying his plan with him, to
the tall timbers., There he may be safe, but
nowhere else.

Put the teachers into uniform, indeed!

Showing Talth by Our Works

T cannot be said that the crusade for clean
streets has been productive, in the two
days of its history, of all that could have
been expected or might have been desired.
There is8 more to do—much more—but, with
a long pull, a strong pull and a pull all to-
gether, Richmond can accomplish great
things.

So long as the public manifests its indif-
ference, there is little use of eriticizing the
Strecet Cleaning Department, ineffective as
that department unquestionably is. Buper-
intendent Cohn puts the responsibility on
lack of men and egquipment, and some of our
correspondents aseribe it Lo lnck of proper
training and method, but the mournfulness
of the result is visible to any aye,

If the people will show they want clean
streets, the eity government will supply
them. DBut we must show our interest, as
well as our faith, by our worlks.

Lobking Up!
Ot the lasl week excess of exporis over
imports showed o balance of trade fav-
orable to thg UUnitgd States of $16,413,295.
For November,«it if estimated, the balance of
trade in our favor will amount to approxi-
mately $70,000,000, t

In New England the General Eleetrie Com-
pany, at Lynn, Mass., will start its force of
15.000 men at work on full time next Mon-
day.

The machinery and machine tool trade, ac-
cording to the Iron Trade Review, continues
to receive attractive cquipment orders for
export dellvery.

culture, ‘grace or distinction of a Spanish
grandee, but he has already shown tho quali-
ties of leadership. He may be rough, but
the man has brains and shrewdness. 1t
would not be such a very easy matter to pull
the wool over his eyes, to make him a puppet
in the hands of the old land-owning oligarchy,
it he sincerely desired the good of the peo-
ple. So far as results go, the Mexlcan peo-
plo appear to believe that he is their true
champion, and they are in the best position
to know. i

It speaks well for General Villa's patriot-
ism that he does not appear to have availed
himself of any of the numerous opportuni-
ties he must have had to enrich himself.

=g ' A

Foreign Loaus' Wisdom Shown
O small part of the returning prosperity
that has begun to become apparent
throughout the country, despite the continu--
ance of excessive unemployment and other
unfavorable symptoms, ig due to the short-
term loans which have been made by Ameri-
can bankers to foreign governments. Ap-
plications for other advances of thts char-
acter are pending, and it is expected they
will be granted.

When, two months ago, the propriety and
probable effect of such loans were belng con-
sldered, The Times-dispateh took the liberty
of disagreeing both with the State Depart-
ment and with various of its contemporaries,
The department had declared that theso
loans were not in the spirit of the President’s
neutrality proclamation, and influential news-
papers were apnrehensive that they would
result in large increases of gold exports, at
a time when this country was in urgent need
of its own eash resources.

Both of these views were strained, and the
latter, at least, has been proved by the logic
of events to have been cntirely Incorrect.
At the time of the discussion Americans were
selling arms and ammunition, foodstufrs,
clothing and horses to belligerent nations, so
that it .was difficult to perceive why cash to
purchase these things could not also be sup-
plied. The commodities in which the banker
deals are money and credit, they are not
more contraband, certainly, than machine
guns and shrapnel, and The Times-Dispateh, |
at any rate, could not understand why mml
class of business men should be deprived t;;riI
an opportunity for profit that remained, open
to another. 3

It was pointed out further that loans to
belligerents could not reasonably be expected
to result in increased gold exports, because
what the nations at war wanted was not
gold especially, but those materials and sup-
plies necessary to the prosecution ofstheir
campaigns.,

The State Department did not press its
point, and the loans have followed. No gold
has been exported on this account in ahy
substantial amounts. The loans American |
bankers have made have been in the form |
of credits, which have. been used for pm‘-’
chases within this ecountry. Virginin has
profited among other . States through this
financial policy. TFor horses, flour and sad-
dlery it is probable that £500,000 has been
spent  within the Commonwealth. Much
more will be spent. In many parts of the
country there have been similar expendi-
tures, which have put cash into circulation
and revivified commerce and industry,

This country’'s recent depression has not
been due tp a lack of cash in the banks, but
‘o a paucity of commercial and industrial
| operations in  which that ecash profitably
could be employed. The United States was
not using its own financial resources, hecause
they could not be used with profit. Fareign
loans have supplied the means by which
some of the banks’ surplus currency could
find its way into the pockets of the people.

Study of Spanish in the Schools

ROMINENT educators throughout thel

country are making a concerted effort
to obtain for Spanish the same educational !
position, in college matriznlation ummilla-l
tions, ete., as German and French now en-
Joy, and it is singular that sucecess in this 1,“_1
denvor should require a good deal of work.
As an educational assel for young American
men und women destined for commereinl pur-
suits, there does not seem to be anv room
for argument that Spanish s more valuable
than any other modern language, cxcept, of
course, BEnglish, It is evident that we are;
on the eve of a great expansion of itrade !
Pwith the Spanish-speaking countries of South .
America. Many Americans now al school |
will flud employment easier and beller m—!
warded if they have command of Svanish
than if they are able to speak and write any
other European tongue.

Aside from ils utilitarian aspect, the pos-
session of Spanish makes available an ex-
tremely rieh and beautiful literature. When
properly spoken, Spanish is probably more
mellifluous than any other existing language, |
and many English-speaking persons who |
have acquired the Spaniards’ tongue have
found that their use of English became less .
slovenly and more distinguished.

Chicago reports an order for 2,000,000
woolen blankets, for the use of European
armies.

Rallroad gross and net
gratifying {increase,

Cotton planters are beginning to gin their
crops.

“One by one,” says the December bulletin
of the American National Bank, “the trade
barriers are being removed, and things are
righting themselves rapidly.” ;

The country climbs loward the light!

carnings show a

Why Not Villa?
T is quite possible that there is a Mexican
who is better fitted to lead that un-
forfunate country out of chaos into order
than is General Villa, but day by day it ap-
pears to grow clearer that that man will not
come to the surface untfl armed strife has
ceased for some tlme, Villa has shown the
only real capuacity as 5 lewder of men that
has come to light in Mexzico since the fall of
Diaz. Ilis armies do not disinlegrate, as do
those of the other leaders: they are the only
forces that appear to be efficiently equipped
and led,

It is something more tban possible (hut
the Mexican soldiers are the pick of the Mexi-
can people. They are doubltless as uncouth
and as untaught as is Villa himself. But
“he lurge majority of the Mexican people are
also in that condition, while the men that
follow Villa at least have proven that they
have some fixity of purposge, a quality Lhal is
not too common among Mexican peons.
They have followed him for a Jong time pow,
they have won continnous suceesses under
him. Is it preposterous to believe that if

the mass of the Mexiean people could cast |

their ballots freely for President the ma-

Jority would cast ‘them for “Pancho’ Villa?
Nor 18 it at all certain that their choice

would be u bad one. Villa may not have the

ierman that is obtained in our schools cer-
|tainly hias no higher mental disciplinary |
1vulno than would even & like study of Span-
{isl,  But what is reqmired, and what would |
doubtless come into existence if the demand |
| were great enough, is n thorough grounding
|in the Iberian tongue, so that the average

|
i
The rather pitiful'smattering of French or |
|

isllulvlll could aequire proficieney !hruu;:h-[
(practice,  That both French and German are |
{g0 budly learned in the United States is |
(doubtless due to the fuet that even if well

1luugl|l and learned the acquisition of neither
(language would he put to profitable use in
| commercial life. '
As we have said, the case Is quite tlil'f('renl.|

It will be cheering news (o the German
fleet that, according to Herr Ballin, of the|
Hamburg-American lne, England already has
been defeated.  Now the German ships ean |
:pul L0 seu, |

1

Coneidering on what intimate terms the |

| Kaiser stunds with the Diety, it is not sur-|

prising that his Turkish ally has deeclared a |
lioly war.

Current events are teaching ali of us that

a man is not necessarily a world-beater he-

| Bay what they may about Villa, he never
Ipwlm!dell to bhe a candidate for the Nobel
| peage prize, |

The old game of “I sp¥” is utiracting much
attention in England, Y

Just now, any-

Who is President of Mexico
how?

jl Current Editorial Comment
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SONGS AND SAWS

Itendy for n Meal,
Days and nlghts are growing colder,
In mad hoste the mercury drops;
= "And the coal mnan, wuxing bolder,
BEyos our cuash and licks his chope.
No Change E:n}uled.
He-—\Whut is your view of
the Balkan situation?
She—Oh, I feel sure that
those perfectly dear blouses
will be just as popular next
summer as they were last,

'b':plnmd.

“Say, pop.'*
“Procead,”
“What males Mr. Mardbibber's nose so red?”’

“That, my son, is n physiological reaction,
which In tuPn.is the product of Mr. Huardbibber's
habit of tilting buck his head. The blood rushes
up to reach the highest level of his anatomy
und so seltles in the nasul promontory.”

Vivlatiug the Rules.
Little drops of wator,
Falling on the square;
Street cleandrs would be angry
If they knew the drops were there,

R
The Pesslmint Says: .

‘There is no veward for virtue in this world,
No souvner do 1 conquer an Ingrained habit and
buy an umbrella than some onp else pleks up
hublt and umbrella at the same time.

Une Blessing.

Editor—What's hecome of all those:chaps who |

were always writing in to 4ell us how to run a
newspaper?
Asslatunt—They have all

turned. their atten-
tion to the Buropenn war,

and are too busy

S _ RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH: THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1914. |

|
i

direeting the movements of armies to give much |

thought to journallsm.
Envy,
If Alexander could return
And few the battles fought these days,
And weep agafn, with envy burn,
And know that his were minor frays.
TIHE TATTLER.

Chats With Virginia Editors

The Norfolk Ledger-Dispateh notes the ap-
proach of the ‘hollday s=eanson and observes:
“The yuletlde is rising.”” Which explnins the
unwonted deference of the cool, the chamber-
maid, the barber's ‘bhoy, the elevator runner,
the janitor and the rest of them that 'glrni\'s

Iexceusl\'ely polite just before Christmas. Even
the holly boughs.
The TFredericksburg ¥ree Lance nrotesta

against any attempt on the part of Uncle Sam
to essay the role of Citlzen FIxit In the Eu-
ropean war drama, saying: “A large number
of busybodies in the press and among the peo-
ple ‘are constantly urging the United States
nnd Holland, two very lmportant neutranl coun-
tries, to request the war parties across the scas
for an armistice, We trust and believe that
so far as the United States s concerned this
matter wAll be left severely alone.
slde in the terrible and titaniec strugglo now
waging is In any condition or position for an
armistice.” The Free Lance Ia convinced that
Interference In company with Holland must in-
evitable put both neutrals “in Duteh” with all
the helligerents.
The Clifton Forge Review goes on record as
unalterably “opposed to any law requirlng a
sherlff or jallor responsible for the satekeoplng
of a convicted prisoner to serve out the pris-
oner's time If he happens to break jall.  Editor
Greene puts it this way: “We own up to having
spent a day In Staunton recently, '‘and also
mingled with the football vrowd In Richmond
on Thanksglving, Day, ;but we are not so far
gone as to Indorse the suggestion of a law
whereby sherits and their deputies must take
the places of escaped prisoners In thelr care.”

Life in 3dexico {s a continuous panorama of

war in the opiunion of the Norfolk Ledger-Dis-
piateh editor, who says: *“Mexico City has no
real need for any moving picture shows" And
he might have added that the people live n
perpetunl  dread  that each sueceeding libera-
tor and savionr of the republic will be follow-
cd by the next.
Advance questions the title
of the University -of Virginia football team to
the South Atluitie champlonghip, saying: *“If
Virginia refuses to play with the Virginia col-
leges which are contenders for the South At-
lantic championship, Virginia should relin-
quish &4}l claim to the championship.” 'The
Lynchburg High BSchool evidently feels that
it has n kick coming.

T'he Lynchburg

The Dortsmouth Star comments: TARIAR

Neither |

powers wero conspiring to deatroy Germany?
Viewing “the matter “objectively,” as tho Ger-
man historians. eay, how would Editor Rldder
rate Lthe evidence that Pngland has doslgns. on
Donmark us compared with the evidence that
Germuny has designs on UDelglum?—Springnpld
Republican. .

Within two months and a half

Panamn  ©f operation, the Panama Canal
has made a showing which fore-

Canal Begins .14 jts tromendous effect upon
to Tell commerce. With tho world at
war, or most of It, shipping

should naturally fall below the expectod normal,
although large graln cargoes to Burope have
operuted toward restoring the balance, In.thls
ense, seventoen enstbound vessels up to Novem-
ber 1 had carrled 5,179,984 bushels of grain
through the waterway. According to the Canal
Rocord, the distance saved by vessels from
the United States In passing through the canal,
instead of the Magellan route, Is estimated at
0,600 miles. If the average speed of vessels is
rated nt ten knots, the saving In time .at sea
averages Lwenly-three days, "“On a basls of a
per diem cost of operation at sea of 10 conts

| per net registered ton, the average saving In

cost of operatlon per vessel was $309 per day,
or §7,116.. The average tolls pald on 4,050 tons
it §1.20 per ton were §4,560. The average not
suving per vessel, by use of the canal, was
necordingly $2,260." Clearly, an averago saving

of this size upon each cargo which has paseed

through the great waterway Is such as Lo
stimulate shipplng. While all these computa-
tions were approximately estimated before Lhe
first dredge had dropped its scoop, It {8 none the
less  gratifylng to sce Lthe forecasts sub-
stantiated.—Naw York Evening Sun,

War News Fifty Years Ago

‘From the ichmond Dispatch, Dec, 3, 18G4,

Thae heavy cannonading distinctly heard In
the city yesterday was supposed to be the begin-
ning of the long-expected general engagement
ull along the lluesl from Richmond te Petersburg
und perhaps beyond. However, It turned out
that this firing proceeded from Pilckett's bat-
teries which were shelllng the new Ifederal
camps on Slgnal Hill and on the north side of
the James River, and that was all,

" A force of the enemy, estimated at 500 men
attacked the Confederate wuard at Stony Creek
in Sussex County last Wednesday and qulekly
overpowered them, capturing a_portion of the
guard and dispersing the remainder. The cnemy
then burned the radlroad bridge and a small
quantity of government stores that were In the
depot bullding, after which “they hurried back
to Grant's line from which they had come.

Yesterday morning In front of Petersburg the
gnllant General Gracle, of Alabama, was In-
stuntly killed by o shell, while he was Inspecting
his lines. The same shell killed a captain and
@ private.

Officlal information comes that General Ros-
ser, of the cavalry department, on last Monday
captured and burned New Creelt Statlon, on the
Baltimore and Ohlo Railway. The Federals who
were sufposed to he guarding the station made
but feeble resistance, and the most of themn were
cuptured.

Genernl Hardee telegraphs to the
partment from Savannah as follows:
just returned from the front, where the fight
of  yesterday took plnce, The enemy wWas
whipped and has retired to Coosahatchle. An-
other point on the rallrond Is threatened, but T
do not apprehend a serlous attack.”

Pledmont, a station on the Baltimore and Ohlo
Rallway, has bLeen caplured by thé Confederate
cavalry under the command of General Fosser.
The enemy had large stores for the Federal
army assembled there, and It is sald that all of
these with ample mules and wagons to move
them fell into the hands of Rosser's men.

All of the talk on the streets of Richmond
about General Noger A. Pryor purposely putting
himeelf In a poslition to be captured by the
enaemy has subsided, as belng perfectly ridicu-
lous. iverybody knows that Roger A. Pryor
Is a reading man, and as such would risk almost
anything to get something to rend. In ignorance
of recent orders forbidding the swapping of
papers, he went oul on the plecket line to ex-
change papera with the Yanks, a' custom that
is ns old as the war; and he was captured, and
is now belng held hecause our men tovk Captaln
Burbrldge under similar conditions, Generul
Lee has ordered the release of Burbridge, and
General Pryor's release has been ordered by
General Grant, and that is all there is to the
whole matter.

Newbern, N. C. has been visited by = dis-
astrous fire, a large portion of the principal
business hlueck being destroyed.

War De-
“I have

The Voice of the People

Appronch to Mayo's Brldge.
To the Editor of The Times-Dispateh:

Sir,—In the matter of the approach to Mayvoe's
Bridge n great denl has been written nnd sald,
and now Lhe matter Is coming to a head, The
Street Committee ia composed of the pieck of
botk branches of the Clty Councll, who have
taken hold of this problem with vim and earnest-

ness, and at no’ distant day ones happening to
he at the corner of Fourteenth and Mnln Etreets
will not have to ask, “Where is the now bridge?"

Thanksziving Day souvenir, Cole Blease, retir- | The vistu will be open and thus reveal that

Governor of South Careoling, tucked away
under the girths or pinned to the lapels of
eiglhity convicted and sentenced criminals
the State Penitentiary of 4hat State, of whom
sixteen were Hfe-term murderers, the felieita-
tions of his distingulshed abuee of elemency,
turning them looze, pardoned or paroled, upon
the Commonwenlh." The editor, however,
loses sight of the probability that this
strategliec movement looking to n reorganiza-
tion of the Blease constituency.

e e s

ing

That if there i anything new

Nothing under the sun it is nol the cut
§ . ol garinents for women 18 again
Really New proved.  Professor Flinders 1Pe-
Under the Sungje—not with the wish to prove
a killjoy—has sent from n hole in

the ground in Hgypt thre muids of Abydos
whose arrival ot the University of Pennsylvanla
elind in just the sort of skirts that are belug
in the smartest Philadelphin shop
windows s the Intest thing, calls atteniion to
the fact that fashion, like histery, repeats it-
sell,  The three voung women ara beaitirol
ory stntuettes “whose period has been deter-

mined definitely enough to rank them amongy
the oldeat relles of antiguity.,  Theiv. halr is
nently marecled,.  Seant skirts cling about the

angles, tunles sweep from the hips.  Although
they have reposad In o tomb some thousands of
veurs, they look as if they had been copied (rom

Meimnnon and the tomh of Osirls, It was, no
doubt, n centre of Hgyptlan fashion when the
world wns younger.—Louisville Courler-Journal,

If Sir BEdward Grey

tloes not

iforeign 40 down inte history along with
Policy of .\Izu-ln:wcill._ Richellen and Bis-
‘ ’ marek, it will not be the fault of
England his  Gorman  eritics, Herman

Ridder has “just reecelved an im-
portant and very “lNuminating communication,”
the source of whloh he unfortunately does not
reveal, which shows that new plots are alrendy
afoot: “{t must come as n shoek'. to learn that
England is alremdy conspiring against the small
countries which she professes to protect. “As
L muderstand these negotiations,” says Mr. 1tid-
der in the New York Stants Zoltung, “they
contemplate giving Russin a free hand in Swe-
den and Norway, while Great Britain is to dom-
Depmark.” And these negotintions “are

| ew wder way botweon the Russlan and British

furelzn effjees.” The idea of FEngland, ol course,

ig 10 koep Russla rrom annesing Hamburg and ¢

other North Scea ports by offering the Scandj-
mavign Penlungula Ingtesd, though why Russin
should be a more welcome neighbor there is
not ‘very clear. Is it on such evidence us this
that Germang have been persunded that hostile

splendid structure, thereby convineing the most

|
Eﬂkenllcal that there is and can be but one ap-

in : Fourteenth Street.

is n|

i
|
|
|
i
|
l
]

proach to sald bridge, and that by way of
1 congratulate the commit-
tee upon its wisdom, and regard this as being
one of the moat Important pleces of work
mapped out during the year 1914, C. 12,0,

Richmond, Devember 1, 1914,

Credit to The Times-Dispateh,

I‘l’u the Bditor of The Times-Diapateh:

Sle,—It Is a trivinl matter, but the records
might as well be kept straight, sspeclally as
ruch action proves the value of a “T.-D." ad!
I advertised the watch I found on the ball
grounds In your Sundny issue, Delectlve’'R. 1.
Bryant, of the city police foree, saw the ad-
vartldement und presented an exact deseription
of the wateh given him by the owner., [ then
turned It over to him.

The credit for Its “recovery” belongs to yvou
rather than to Mr. Bryant. J. W. EVERETT.

Richmond, December 1, 1§14,

Queries and Answers

Average Life,

What is the general average duration of
human lfe now all over the earth?
INQUISITIVE,

The limit of life for the nverage person over
the earth is less than fifteen yoars.
age duration
 three years,

is consldared to be about thirtyv-

nuture in an Amerlean ety in 1914, 'hnrriu:.;: o ,\N"Iltnryf'!‘rnlllng. ]t-JIl('. G

with Spanish. We are neighbors of Span-|the fuct that the marcel wave with the ankle- | Vhat number of men in the United States
ish-speakin eaples t‘l ﬁ o t Soan ! Lig skirt ig 0 trifle anachronistic, !:_\-run'u!hﬂ\'v liid some sort of military training? Why

pe £ peopies. In- the mot  distant !5 00 00 Abydos” relates to a city upon the |18 the neme “Dago” given to some of our forelgn-
future these people will probahly be our Itellespont at the point ut which Nerxes buiie! born people? SEEKER,
largest customers, We should know how to{ hls bridga of boats, wid where Leander's love ‘ :\‘n."l"n!"me.‘;’,slﬂl:;u(',m nlﬂﬂ lI_:ne imn.:llczf. Colm!;
speak with them In their © 3 | for Hero #tood the test of a long swim.  The | INE Volerins and e numba  tho presen
REDEAK i : ! their mother tongue. | Abydos from which the thiree giels o the 1914 0rmy and navy and the present and former

jskirts were sont 18 that which bousts the Pylaee | Students of the military schools and the Stnte

militia, it might be possible to arrive at a total
of about 1,500,000 From the proper namo,
Diego, @« South Eudrope form (Portuguese), for
James,

Civil Service Examination.
IHow may T find the requirements, ate., in the
governmant examination for position as typist?
HYMAN ROSE,
Write the Civil Service Commisslon, 1Wash-
ington, D. C.

Penitentiary.

To seitle a dispute, please state how many
prisoners were In the Virginia Penitentlary at
the close of the war. AL T, 8.

The records are gone, and there is no means
of making a reliable estimate,

[

? Joseph Brynn, =

Please tell me the date of the death of Joseph
Bryan In Richmond. R, P, TAYLOR.

This publie calamity occurred November 20,
LO0S,

Marshall Ward. »

How long has Marshall Ward been in exs

istence in Riehimond?

Rn.
13;5. was formed rmml Monree YWard, May o,

The aver-.

'-h._'-‘

A BELGIAN SANTA CLAUS |

- : ' Ome of the Day's Best Oartoons.

=—From the New York Evening Hun.

THE “PREPAREDNESS" FLURRY '

(Editorial In the New York Evenlng Post.)

* That President Wilson Intends to
keep his head In the present Aurry
over our ‘preparcdness” for war |Is
gratifyingly apparent in the news from
Washington to-day. It has been quite
evident that the present conflagration
in Europe Is to be made the excuse for
i wild raid on Congress for more sol-
diers, more eallors, and more ships
Witnessing the total breakdown of the
militarist pretension abroad, that large
armaments insure peace, wo hear from
our Navy League, our alarmed Guard-
nera, our gun and armor makers, our
Roosevelts and our jlngo Egenerals,
that we, too, must imlitate the folly
of Kurope, even though It Is now
drenching its soll with blood. At the
very moment when tho “"most senseless
of waryg" In endangering elvilization
iteelf, we are told that the United
States must check ts Internal devel-
opment, rob Industry of hundreds ot
thousands of workers, and pour forth
treasure by the hundred milllons—just
as If everybody could not now sce that
the European armaments wers certaln
to have brought on o eonflict, had there
been no other cause. S

That some of the people bLehind this
movement are sincere, If too badly
| frightened to think stralght, appears
{ from the llst of New Yorkers who have
i recently jolned together te demand an
inquiry as to our preparedness for war
—to see If we are really “safe.” No
such Inquiry as they and Congressman
Gardner seelt | necossary. The facts
as to our preparcdness for war are
caslly ascertalnable. They are con-
tained in the reports of our Secre-
taries of War and Navy, our Pregi-
dents' messages for years past. They
can be obtalned from those officials at
any time. The Navy League la so sure
| that it has them all that it ¥knows just
what to advises, both as to army und
navy., BEvery military attache In Wash-
ington has the whole story at its dis-
posal. Information is meot the object
of* Congressman Clardner, however |t
may be with tha New Yorkers who are
suddenly desirous of having more light
on our situation. He wants to have
army and navy officers appear before
committees of Congréss to glve teusti-
mony ns to what they think ought to
be done, which is like asking protected
manufacturers battening on the Treas-
ury to write their own tariff schedules,
We: shall be in, If this prevalls, for an
inquiry of the utmost sensutlonalism,
at  which our generals awill * dispute
whether we shall have 205,000 or 500,-
000 regulars, and our admlirals whether
wa shall have ffty battleshlps or. 250
submarines.

Fortunately for the country, the
President Is not to be stampeded. With

cournge and far-sighted statesmanship L
he lets it be known that he should re-
gard any such Inquiry as 1N-timed, e
does not put it oo the ground of koep-
Ing your hend when your neighbors ave
shooting one another,
the far nobler ground that béfore this
countiry

that

to any
playing the

the wur to a
a greater posslbility of usefulness opey
before an

that
EoOn.

opportunity
thig stand he is taking clearly proves.
For he sees how Ineffective—how hypo-
critical—would
poeace, our offer of good services, our
pointing the way to disarmament, it w.
were to make that appenl fresh frons

new

fresh
milllons out of the pockets of the peo-
ple and Into thoee of ship-cotiractors

and

To approach

ants
own
our

e pyts it on

lies the greatest opportunity
has ever come Lo it, or perhups
country—the opportunity of
leading part In bringing
cloFe. Never. Before did

Amerlecan statesman  thun
which looma before Woodrow Wil-
That he In of etature to selze Lhe
when it presents itmelr

be our appeal  for

concessionsa to the armament ring,
from voling more hunidreds of

manufacturers of supplies,

the LLuropean cpinbnt-
naw wenpous i o
would be to fling awu:
nosition. Never has  the

thus with
hands,
morel

United States stood higher morvally In
the world than te-day: this I8 atteste:d
by the way our good oplnlon is sough!

by both sets of allivs,
up to the greainess of

1 1L I8 Lo Mve
the hour, it

must go to the warriors not with thc

news of a Slavish
wicked policles
#ome to the verge of moral

imitatlon of
whieh lhave

the
driven
and mu-

terial ruln and othereg bevond it, bui

with a readiness to lead In
direction,

our

Relcheatag and
l'excuse for piling more burdens upon
British
hullding

the other
The menacing growth or
has been eited both 'n the
In Parllament “ny oic

navy

and German
more and

taxpavers, by
more hattleshine.

To our mind this is not only not the
time to inquire ahout our preparedness
for war, it is the time to refuse Lo vote

"

single additional ship,

and to lead

the world towards disarmament by he-

ginnlng to digarm ourselves,

The high

example to be set by such an action
would make a thrilling appeal to the

vietimsa_of the war-—certainly

to en-

lightened consclences in every quarter
of the globe,

Burely, it Is a cause for the utmost
thanksgiving that the occupant of the
White Honse sees and sgenses thisg, and

is

ready
leiems of lttle minds who can ge¢ noth-

to bear if need be the eri-

ing more in all this horrible suffering
and earnage, this breakdown of Chris-

tianity,

than the need of preparation

for slaughter.

The normal person will not sink Into
poverty. Illness, dlseagse, deformity and
weak - mindedness are subnormal.
David Starr Jordan saya: “Strong men
sgoelk education and make opportunity,”
and to this might be appropriately
added, “They bring thingas about; they
make events occur,” Weak men arve
the opposite of this, says Dr. J, N.
Hurty in the Journay of the American
Medical Assoclution. Dlsease is ltself
not an evidence of physleal or mental
strength,. “We were -~ getting aloug
splendidly,” =aid the povertyestricken
woman, “until my husband toolt comn-
sumption.”” And who must be told of
the great poverty that trails consump-
tion? A farmer dled of typhold fever
when Lhe mortgage, given In part pay-
ment for his farm, was only one-half

id off, [Illg wife and little daugh-
ar took the disease nnd survived, only
Hnally to fill fuller the slums of a clity
where she went with the child when
the riech man foreclosed the mortgage.
Yellow fever prevented the Irench
from building the Panama Canal, and
thousands who had Invested thelr all
in canal shares were pauperized.

In Mexlco there aro thousands who
have been made blind and pauperized
by smallpox. There are al least 2,000,-
000 blind bheggars In China, all made
blind by smallpox. Ii Is only when
epldemlies come, when the greater pro-
portion of lives are threatened, that
we reallzt the meaning of sickness and
digease. The ramifications of diseaso
ara so complex and far-reaching.-we
can have but a hazy idea of what
diseaze means, » . :

‘Tt Is curlous to noto that, bHecause of
our stupidity, one's very industry may
bring poverly. This la Illustrated by
the occupational diseases. TUntll very
recently moclety permitied greed +to
force phossy Jaw on workmen, who
afterward, in many Instances, became
paupera. Ta rear and protect Indus-
tries, ono product of which ls poverty,
Is a queer conditlon, The preventlon
of phossy jaw will certalnly also pre-
vent all the poverty which might come
from f(t,

esplealally aMieted with tuberculosls;

and on the pauper records appear the
names of hundreds who have followed
those occupatlons, i
Feeble-mindednoss {4 n diseaso con-
dition, and produces a world of poverty,
There 18 no cura for feeble-mindedness:
it may only be prevented; and there

Clgarmakers, printers and tallors are.

;I CAUSES OF DISEASE AND POVERTY |

are only twao ratlonal methoda for Ita

prevention,

will

neither of which 'soclety

adopt. And so it happens, as we

“blunder on through love and hunger,”

that

the highest. services of medieal

sclence are rejectod, preventlon s dla-
regarded and disease follows eciviliza-

tion

degencracy,

with Its ever-lengthening train of
defectiveness, dellquency

| and dependency.

l

Medical Science and War | :

While the war of Kurope is by far
the greatest in the history of the world

and

the destruction of life cannot fail

to be tremendous, there iy satisfadtion
in considering that, on account of the

vast

ndvances that have been made i1

medical and surglcal sclence in recent
years, the percentage of loss will lie

greatly reduced.

ture

Somethling of the nu-
of these advances In knowledge

may be underatood from the following,
from the Sclentific American:

surgeons looked
wounds as a matter of course,
regarded the preson

the Franco-Prussian War

upon the Infection

the

of
They
of the attendant

Pus as i nocessity, and as long as the

pus

able"

wits what wag known as “laud-

' they were patlgtied with the con-
dition of the patlent.

Other patients

developed another form of pus, strep-
tocoueal, which caused the dootors or

thoss days

gravely 1o shiuke their

heads and prepare for the death of the

patient,

Even the best hospltals were

not propeyly ventilated and were filled
with the foul odors emanating fron in-

feoted wounds and gangrene,
“\"l‘lﬂ

All this'

cunsidered unavoidable. At that

time suppuration and kindred compli-
cations In wounded men were regarded
us of spontaneous origin, although' the

researches

of DIasteur had ‘alveudy

polnted the way to a goneral under-

standing of germs.

When, at length,

purulent infection was found to be the

result .of germs,
brought Into use.

disinfactants  were
Carbolle acld: was,

the ngent gencrally cmployed .at first
for thut purpese, and the cattendnnt
success in treating | surglea( injuries

ang

carbollged dressings were
afr was subjocted to a
spray,

in performing oparations whare

uged and the
carbolic’ pelqd

eaused  the ‘most profound

amaxyment, . TR




